
With great pleasure, I would like to announce that this year's fundraising total for the UNC Dance Marathon 
is $421,851.32! These numbers mean many things. They mean that 12 years after the start of this incredible organi-
zation, there are still so many students and community members that are willing to support the patients and families 
of N.C. Children's Hospital. They mean that there are incredible Carolina students who are willing to spend countless 
hours organizing and planning events so that we can benefit the hospital. They mean that we will be able to continue 
to support the funds and initiatives in the hospital and hopefully be able to grow and expand in the impact that we 
have here. They mean that despite the economy, we are still able to mobilize people to demonstrate that we care for 
the families in their community and have really been able to make every cent count. They mean that there is hope for 
what we can accomplish when we stand together. They mean that with the combined effort of dancers, volun-
teers, moralers, committee members, our campus and our community, we were able to celebrate the most successful 
marathon in the history of this organization!!! 
  
While the marathon and that fundraising total are certainly things to celebrate, I want to reiterate how amazing it is to 
see so many Carolina students literally taking a stand for this cause! This stand is the true celebration of this organi-
zation because it is a physical demonstration of how much UNC students care about their community and are itching 
to give back. The heart of Carolina is alive at the marathon because not only are students taking a weekend from 
their busy lives and raising money to benefit the hospital, but also they are physically enduring pain to symbolically 
show their support for patients and families. It is not an easy task to stay on your feet for 24 hours, but we are will-
ing to do it because we know that there are doctors, nurses and families who are at the hospital round the clock and 
this is the least we can do to support them! There is a Carolina community literally standing behind the patients and 
families of N.C. Children's Hospital! I feel so honored to attend a university where so many of my peers are eager 
and willing to focus on and support these families. 
  
Thank you to everyone for your support of this event and of this cause. It is because of you that we are able to make 
such a tangible difference in the lives of patients and families. It is because of you that we were able to make this the 
most successful year to date! 
  
As this year comes to a close after an amazing celebration of all our hard work, what gets me the most is that there 
are people already thinking about next year and are already working to continue the support of this cause. This truly 
is a yearlong fundraiser. While I know I can’t be a part of the planning process again, it gives me so much hope 
knowing that this is a tradition that will continue for years to come because there are so many students who are will-
ing to take a stand and do something good. With this kind of passion and heart behind the cause, I have no doubt 
that the UNC Dance Marathon will continue to grow and to reach even more families in the hospital through new ini-
tiatives. Thank you for your support this year, and I hope that you will continue to support the patients and families 
of N.C. Children’s Hospital in the future. When we all come together behind one thing, the impact is unimaginable! 
 
It’s all FOR THE KIDS, 
Taylor Scott 
2010 Overall Coordinator 
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PJ is a two-year-old boy who was born with 
liver problems and had to have a liver trans-
plant about a year ago.  
 
Since then he has had a multitude of complica-
tions that have led to a lot of medical appoint-
ments, medication changes, etc.  
 
His mother is under some financial strain. She 
has gotten behind on paying her electricity bill.  
 
Funds from the UNC Dance Marathon are help-
ing her pay this bill to keep the lights on for PJ 
and his family. Thanks for your help!  

For the Kids story 

Questions or comments? E-mail amydobrzynski@gmail.com. To reach the UNC Dance Marathon office, call (919) 843-6991. 

The end of the marathon gives families a chance to share their stories 
By Becca Brenner 

One hour left in the marathon, dancers’ feet and knees were aching. They had been standing for 23 hours, 

and they had one left to go. The final hour, however, would not be anything like those leading up to it. 

After 12 line dances, countless performances by a cappella groups and step teams, and live professional musicians 
had graced the stage, the final hour would be reserved for the most compelling guests of all: the families and children 

at the hospital. 

These families shared their stories of how their lives were impacted by N.C. Children’s Hospital and the UNC Dance 
Marathon. Four of the five children on stage were “Kid Co-Captains,” teaming up with Morale committee members 
to lead some of the 24 teams at the marathon, writing letters and sending messages of encouragement to danc-

ers before the marathon. 

First to share her story was Tara Bristol, a doctor at the Neo-Natal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) whose son, Jack, was 
born several weeks early and had to spend months in the NICU. Jack, now five years old, signed up to be a kid co-

captain and was excited to help lead the dancers. 

About half-way through his mom’s story, Jack grabbed the microphone and, in a quiet but confident 
voice, instructed the dancers to jump up and down, which they obediently did (with a heartfelt laugh). Then he told 

them to wave their hands in the air, and they followed his direction. 

Tara explained to the dancers that when Jack first found out he was a kid co-captain, he asked her, “Does this mean I 

can tell them what to do?” It appears the answer was yes. 

Next to address the dancers was Jessica Hill. She brought her daughter Ciana, 4, who also served as a kid co-captain. 
Ciana herself hasn’t been a patient at N.C. Children’s Hospital, but both of her siblings have been, and she was 

there to support both of them. 

It was the Hill family’s first time at the marathon, and Jessica told the crowd that she needed to sit down to give her 

speech because she was so overwhelmed by the immense show of support. 

Colleen Oliveira brought her son Max, 3, and spoke about their experience in the Healthy Steps Program, which the 
UNC Dance Marathon also funds. Through the program, the Oliveiras and four other families with children born 

within six weeks of each other discuss milestones that their children should be reaching. 

“It’s been a huge help for a new mother,” Colleen said, adding that she is expecting another child and plans to take 

part in the program again. 

Judy Ward brought her 9-year-old twin daughters Rachel and Abigail, who both served as kid co-captains. Judy is on 

the Family Advisory Board, which provides support for families that have had children in the NICU. 

Her daughters were born at 26 weeks—about 10 weeks early—but because of the care they received at the NICU, she 

said Abigail and Rachel are perfectly healthy 9-year-olds. 

“It is such a shame that dancers only get to see these five families because you’ll never know how many lives you 

can touch with what you do,” she said. 

The final speaker during the family hour was Keeley Simmen, a young woman who had been born with cerebral 
palsy. With supports on her arm, she walked to the center of the stage, where she spoke of her struggles growing up 

and of learning to walk, which she was not expected to be able to do on her own. 

Pointing to a sign in the back corner of the room, she read it aloud, “A dream, a dance, a life, a chance.” 

“You all are giving so many kids at North Carolina Children’s Hospital a life and a chance.” 

Upcoming event—March 

The UNC Dance Marathon continues to grow 

Our presence in N.C. Children’s Hospital 
 We funded four Parent’s Night Out (PNO) 

dinners every Tuesday in February to serve 
about 70 family members each week. We 
are now done with PNO until September.  

 
 Community Events, Operations and Hospi-

tal committee members volunteered at the 
Treasure Island themed social on Feb. 7. 
Our activities included face painting, going 
fishing for treasure and making pirate tele-
scopes. A lot of kids and their families 
were able to attend and everyone had a 
great time. 

 
 We volunteered in the Pediatric Playroom 

several times. 
 
 We read to patients in the waiting room of 

the General Pediatric Clinic with Healthy 
Steps. 

Committee members with Rameses during Kenan 
Walk at the UNC Dance Marathon, Feb. 20 
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 March 23—Free Cone Day, Ben & Jerry’s, 
donations can be made to the UNC Dance 
Marathon 

By Daniel Thomas 
My legs ached, my feet were swollen, I hadn't slept at all during the night and I was having a blast. It was hour 22 of 
the 2007 UNC Dance Marathon, and I was already certain that I would sign up again for 2008.  
 
In the midst of the excitement of the countdown to the end of the marathon, the mood suddenly changed. The music 
faded, the lights came up and dancers listened as former patients and families from N.C. Children's Hospital came on 
stage and began to speak. Incredibly, they were thanking us for our support, for sending out letters, for asking our 
friends for donations, for putting on events, for simply standing. I couldn't believe that families who had been 
through so much would come and thank us for something that seemed so simple.  
 
It was during this, my first family hour, that I began to see what the UNC Dance Marathon is all about. This event is 
not simply a 24-hour endurance competition. It is a celebration of everything that hundreds of students have worked 
for all year. It is a display of what Carolina students can accomplish when we work together. Most importantly, it is 
our public display of support for the employees, patients and families of N.C. Children's Hospital.  
 
I have remained involved with UNC Dance Marathon throughout my time at UNC and would encourage all students, 
faculty, staff, and community members to do the same. As founder Michael Bucy said at this year's marathon, you 
will receive more from the UNC Dance Marathon than you could ever give. 

Dancing experience is so much more than just a 24-hour stand 

Tweets from the marathon 
 @shanecapps: @uncdm gave me the op-

portunity to be a part of something bigger 
than myself. Raising over $420,000 for the 
kids. http://twitgoo.com/endyf 

  
 @UNCDM: $421851.32 #FORTHEKIDS!!! 

We did it! #uncdm  
 
 @UNCDM: "the money you're raising to-

day is the beginning of THEIR 
lives"#uncdm #forthekids  

 
 @ashantionette: Getting down to the 

wire!!! #uncdm What an amazing experi-
ence it gets better every year!  

 
 @UNCDM: Vermonster Challenge. Now. 

Things could get sticky here... Get excited  
 
 @UNCDM: cut 10 inches of my hair off. 

haven't had hair this short since preschool  
 
 @UNCDM: @beccabrenner Standing 

#forthekids at the 2010 UNC Dance Mara-
thon!!  

 
 @UNCDM: I’m so energetic right now...but 

that won't last. :Jenny  
 
 @UNCDM: Sylvia Hatchell: “It’s time to 

dance!” #uncdm 

The UNC Dance Marathon— a 
photo story 
By Becca Brenner 
 
(Left to right)  
1. UNC women’s basketball 
coach Sylvia Hatchell, Patti 
Thorp, Chancellor Holden Thorp 
and Student Body President-
elect Hogan Medlin cheer for 
the dancers at the start of the 
marathon at 7:30 p.m. Friday. 
2. Moraler Ellen Regan dances 
onstage in her Mardi Gras gear 
during the holiday morale shift. 
3. Dancers file in to Kenan Sta-
dium just before sunrise to re-
energize at the halfway point of 
the marathon. 
4. After the Kenan Walk, danc-
ers returned to Fetzer Gym for 
a 45-minute rave. 
5. To ease the pain from stand-
ing all night, dancers were given 
tennis balls to roll on the bottom 
of their feet. 
6. The marathon was full of 
crazy “Raise Your Booty” com-
petitions between teams, includ-
ing the “Pimp My Pirate Bride 
Trashin’ Fashion Show.” 
7. Tar Heel Voices were one of 
many a cappella groups to sing 
at the marathon. 
8. Dancers enjoyed an activity 
room with games, crafts and a 
giant crossword puzzle the size 
of the wall. 
9. At the 2010 UNC Dance 
Marathon, dancers lined up to 
break the world record for the 
longest back massage train.  
10. At the end of the marathon, 
overall committee members held 
signs to reveal how much this 
year’s marathon had raised: 
$421,851.32 for programs at 
N.C. Children’s Hospital. 

Operations committee members prepare to serve a 
meal during the UNC Dance Marathon, Feb. 20 
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