
By Becca Brenner 
The money raised by the UNC Dance Marathon each year supports a number of programs that benefit N.C. Children’s 
Hospital. The programs vary in size and specific purpose, but all have the fundamental goal of improving the lives of 
young hospital patients and their families. 
 
Since the inaugural marathon in 1998, funding has gone to the For the Kids fund, which provides for the needs not 
covered by health insurance or Medicaid – things like phone cards for patients who can’t afford to call home and 
school supplies for patients who continue studying while in the hospital. 
 
―But as we kept raising more and more money, we started opening it up to other programs,‖ said Courtney Patterson, 
Hospital Chair for the UNC Dance Marathon. 
 
Now, after the marathon each year, different departments within the hospital are encouraged to apply for grants. The 
UNC Dance Marathon Overall Committee reviews the grants and determines which projects to fund.  
 
―Generally, the amount that we give them is the amount they ask for,‖ Patterson said, adding that the various depart-
ments must first submit an itemized budget of how they will use the funds. 
 
The current projects funded by the UNC Dance Marathon include Parents’ Night Out, Healthy Steps, and the Center for 
Clinical Excellence. 
 
Through Parents’ Night Out, the UNC Dance Marathon funds a hot meal and provides student volunteers to serve it to 
about 80 patients and family members once a week. The UNC Dance Marathon sponsors the dinner from the begin-
ning of September to the end of February, with the other six months handled by the hospital’s volunteer services. 
 
Healthy Steps, in its second year, allows the hospital to have a specialist who is available to answer questions par-
ents might have about their child’s condition or development. 
 
―She’s been able to start doing group visits,‖ Patterson said. ―It allows parents to come in to talk to each other about 
milestones the kids should be reaching.‖ 
 
Healthy Steps also provides weekly student volunteers to read with young patients in the hospital lobby, and it in-
cludes the Reach Out and Read program, which provides adolescents up to age 17 with a book to take home with 
them from the hospital. 
 
The most recent long-term project is the Center for Clinical Excellence, started this year. The UNC Dance Marathon 
Overall Coordinator Taylor Scott sits on the board for the center’s monthly meetings. 
 
―We have seen drastic improvements,‖ Patterson said. The grant works to improve the quality of care for hospital pa-
tients and how soon patients can return home from the hospital after treatment, she said. 
 
A full list of projects funded by the 2009 UNC Dance Marathon is available online at www.uncmarathon.org. 
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Four ways the UNC Dance Marathon makes a difference in N.C. Children’s Hospital 
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Patient J.B. was diagnosed with cancer (now 
end stage) five months after her mother was 
diagnosed with MS and her father lost his job 
of 21 years. The family has a total of five chil-
dren and, at this time, the only income coming 
into the home is the patient’s Social Security 
Disability (SSDI) income and her mother’s dis-
ability income. 
 
J.B. spent several months in the hospital and 
her SSDI was stopped during that time (as it is 
for all SSDI patients until the patient is home 
for 30 days). The family stayed at their daugh-
ter’s bedside and still traveled back and forth 
to their home 2 – 3 hours away to be with 
J.B.’s siblings.  
  
With your donations, we were able to assist 
the family with car repairs to be able to trans-
port the patient’s mother to be at the bedside 
as much as possible. We were also able to 
provide gas assistance to help with travel ex-
penses. The patient’s siblings (with whom she 
is very close) were able to visit and spend a 
day with the patient. We provided food assis-
tance to the parents on these days.  
 
It is hard to truly explain how much help your 
donations provide to our families in these let-
ters, but I hope you realize how important and 
appreciated your work is to our hospital, clin-
ics, the Oncology team, and most of all our 
families we serve. Thank you. 

For the Kids story 

Questions or comments? E-mail amydobrzynski@gmail.com. To unsubscribe to this listserv, click here. To reach the UNC Dance Marathon office call (919) 843-6991 

Benefit Concert this Thursday 
By Copeland Barnes 

With midterms finally coming to an end, Homecoming week beginning and Thanksgiving just around the corner, there 
could not be a better time to spend a Tuesday night For the Kids. The UNC Dance Marathon will present a Benefit 
Concert Nov. 3 at 7 p.m. in Manning 209.   
 
The concert will feature five of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill’s student performing groups.  Perform-
ances by the Star Heels dance team will accompany a cappella serenades provided by Tar Heel Voices, the UNC Lore-
leis, Cadence and the UNC Walk-Ons. 
 
So take a break from the routine early in the week to help support the patients and families of N.C. Children’s Hospi-
tal.   
 
―It is sure to be a great show and a fun way to spend an evening listening to some great music For the Kids,‖ said 
Sarah Beth Wilkison, Campus Fundraising Chair.      

 
Tickets are on sale for $5 and can be purchased from any member of the UNC Dance Marathon Campus Fundraising 
Committee or in the Pit from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. Monday, Nov. 2 and Tuesday, Nov. 3.  Tickets will also be available 
for $6 at the door Tuesday night. 
 
For additional information, contact Sarah Beth Wilkison at sbwilk@email.unc.edu. 

Upcoming events—November First Vermonster a success, despite cold temperatures 

UNC dances to beach music For the Kids 

Cornhole Tournament draws largest crowd in three-year history 

By Adrian McLaurin and Emily Evans 
If you are a UNC student, love listening to live music and love dancing, then you are like many who crowded into 
Pantana Bob’s on Oct. 28.   
 
Students and community members gathered to hear the Craig Woolard Band perform that evening . Attendees paid a 
small cover charge ($5 for adults 21 years of age and over, and $8 for those under 21) in order to gain entrance into 
the bar, and, of course, to the dance floor.  
 
The floor was packed with tons of UNC students grooving to the beach music classics of the Craig Woolard Band. The 
band itself drew a large crowd, giving students the opportunity to enjoy a different type of scene that only comes to 
Chapel Hill a couple of times a year. In addition to playing hits off their three CDs ―Main Street People,‖ ―Come Get to 
This‖ and ―Makin’ Waves,‖ the band incorporated a few classic crowd-pleasers, such as James Taylor’s ―How Sweet 
It is (To Be Loved By You)‖ and The Temptations’ ―My Girl.‖  
 
This year’s concert marked the band’s fifth year donating their time to perform at Pantana Bob’s for the UNC Dance 
Marathon. The event was a continuation of this year’s efforts by the UNC Dance Marathon to raise funds, support and 
awareness for N.C. Children’s Hospital. Proceeds from the event went to support the For the Kids Fund.   

Our presence in N.C. Children’s Hospital 
 Held four Parent’s Night Out (PNO) dinners 

and have been in the hospital every Tues-

day in October to serve about 80 family 

members each week. 

 Event Donations, Business Management, 

and Hospital Committee members volun-

teered at the Carnival-themed Hospital So-

cial on Oct. 18 that included activities such 

as bowling, painting pumpkins, face paint-

ing, and pin the broomstick on the witch.  

 Volunteered in the Pediatric Playroom sev-

eral times 

 Read to patients in the waiting room of the 

General Pediatric Clinic with Healthy Steps. 

Students participate in the UNC Dance Marathon 
Cornhole Tournament on Oct. 2, at He’s Not Here 

Pediatric Playroom - October 2009 

 Nov. 3—Benefit Concert, 7 p.m., Manning 

209 

 Nov. 6—4th Annual UNC Dance Marathon 

Homecoming Golf Classic, the Preserve at 

Jordan Lake Golf Club, contact 

nicki.drawbridge@gmail.com for more in-

formation 

 Nov. 7—Homecoming Parade, 11 a.m. 

 Nov. 9—Vermonster Competition, 5 p.m., 

Ben & Jerry’s  

 Nov. 9-Nov. 13—Dancer Recruitment Week 

 Nov. 12—Kappasta, 5:30 p.m., Kappa 

Kappa Gamma House (hosted with Pi 

Kappa Phi) 

 Nov. 13—Battle of the Bands, 10 p.m.,  

Players  

 Nov. 15—Hospital Social, 1 p.m., Pediatric 

Playroom in N.C. Children’s Hospital 

 Nov. 21—Sorority Kickball Tournament, 1 

p.m. 

 Nov. 28—Pinehurst Dance Marathon Ten-

nis Tournament, 10 a.m., Pinehurst 

By Amy Dobrzynski 
With 30 teams participating and a crowd of spectators, this year’s Cornhole Tournament on Oct. 2 was the largest the 
UNC Dance Marathon has ever seen.  
 
The Campus Fundraising Committee organized the third tournament hosted by the UNC Dance Marathon, marking the 
second time that He’s Not Here has held the event.  
 
The large outside area of He’s Not Here makes it an ideal site for this competitive game, in which participants com-
pete to throw the most bean bags into holes cut into wooden planks or boxes. Cornhole is popular  among college 
students, and is typically played at tailgates before football games. However, this tournament had a larger point to it 
than just fun and games.  
 
―The purpose of the tournament was to both raise money for the UNC Dance Marathon and subsequently benefit N.C. 
Children’s hospital and to provide a venue for UNC’s campus to support this cause while having a great time,‖ said 
Sarah Beth Wilkison, Campus Fundraising Chair. ―One great thing about the Cornhole Tournament is that it is different 
from many of the other events that Campus Fundraising hosts, which I believe adds to its appeal.‖ 
 
The UNC Dance Marathon is considering having another Cornhole Tournament this spring, and He’s Not Here is inter-
ested in having another one as well. Be on the look-out for more information come March or April! 

By Becca Brenner 
Ten teams braved the frigid autumn air Sunday evening, Oct. 18, to compete in the first Vermonster competition of the 
2010 UNC Dance Marathon season. The competition brought committee members and students to the Ben & Jerry’s on 
Franklin Street, each contributing $3.50 for their shot at a place in UNC Dance Marathon history. 
 
―We’re hoping that everyone has a lot of fun and comes back and does it again,‖ said Julianna Wood, who coordi-
nated the competition. The UNC Dance Marathon receives 20 percent of the proceeds from the Vermonster competi-
tion, making it a delicious choice for a fundraiser. ―It’s kind of becoming a competitive thing,‖ Wood said. ―We’re 
hoping that other student groups get involved, too.‖ 
 
Ten committees registered to compete, though due to scheduling conflicts, some team members were unable to attend, 
so teams were asked to combine. Some committees brought their mantras, like the Operations Committee, who said, 
―We eat to defeat.‖ Other committees had to chow down outside in 40 degree weather. But that didn’t faze Outreach 
Committee member Christine Abernathy. 
 
―The fresh air will carry us through,‖ Abernathy said. ―Inside it’s too stuffy, but out here, in the crisp environment, it’s 
more conducive to eating.‖ 
 
Sophomore Jackie Willis joined a team of friends who were mostly unaffiliated with the UNC Dance Marathon. UNC 
Dance Marathon committee member Val Hansen arranged for the team to compete. Even with most of them not on 
committees, the team members were just as determined as everyone else who showed up. 
 
―It’s all about strategy,‖ Willis said after a team huddle to discuss how they would finish the 24 scoops of ice cream. 
 
The team who brought their A-game strategy, however, was the Morale Committee, who finished off their own tub in 
a mere 1 minute and 28 seconds. Freshman Morale Committee member Will Barbour was unwilling to disclose his 
team’s exact strategy, but he did share a status update on his condition after helping beat the record of 1 minute 30 
seconds set in 2008. 
 
―I feel like it’s all in the bottom of my throat,‖ Barbour said of the ice cream. ―I’ve got brain freeze, but it was totally 
worth it.‖ 
 
Those who came to Ben & Jerry’s also had the opportunity to learn firsthand about their new ―For the Kids‖ milk-
shake, which was added after a vote by the employees. The shake includes chocolate chip cookie dough and cake 
batter ice cream, and is topped with whipped cream, rainbow sprinkles and a drizzle of chocolate syrup. 50 cents 
from every ―For the Kids‖ shake sold goes to benefit the UNC Dance Marathon. 

By Becca Brenner 
At 7 p.m. Monday, Oct. 26, several members of five 2010 UNC Dance Marathon committees hit the streets of Chapel 
Hill to do some early trick-or-treating. But they weren’t looking for candy. They were looking for support. 
 
Trick-or-Treating for Kids Who Can’t was a fundraising project designed to raise funds and community awareness for 
UNC Dance Marathon. Committee members went door to door dressed in full costume asking for donations to benefit 
N.C. Children's Hospital. Trick-or-treaters carpooled to various neighborhoods in and around Chapel Hill, including 
Southern Village, Meadowmont, Gimghoul, The Verge and UNC's Greek houses.  
 
―This was a large expansion from last year's trick-or-treating, and the event was very successful!‖ said Sarah Beth 
Wilkison, Campus Fundraising chair for the 2010 UNC Dance Marathon. 
 
The event gave college students the chance to celebrate Halloween by dressing up and going door-to-door for the first 
time in years. More importantly, it gave non-students the opportunity to help make a difference in the lives of patients 
and families of N.C. Children's Hospital. A variety of news organizations followed trick-or-treaters around the 
neighborhoods, including The Daily Tar Heel, Carolina Week and News 14 Carolina.  
 
―The event was very well-received by the Chapel Hill community,‖ Wilkison said. ―It is a great and unique fundrais-
ing event that committee members really seemed to enjoy.‖ 

Trick-or-Treating for Kids Who Can’t expands further into Chapel Hill community 

Students participate in the Vermonster Competition 
on Oct. 18, at Ben & Jerry’s 
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